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Principles and Objective of Gandhian Education 

Mahatma Gandhi is the father of the modern India. According to him Truth is 

God and God is Truth. His life was an experiment with truth and he had 

strong faith in peace, truth and non-violence. Basic education was his 

brainchild and its principles were based on his philosophy of life. He was 

born on 2nd October, 1869 at Porebandar, Kathiabad, Gujurat and breathed 

his last on 30th January, 1948. 

Although Gandhiji was never a teacher nor he established any school, he is 

regarded as one of the greatest teachers of mankind. His thoughts on 

education are quite relevant to the life, needs and aspirations of the society. 

According to him, education means "an all-round drawing out of the best in 

the child and man-body, mind and spirit". He viewed education as a means of 

promoting truth and non-violence. 

Gandhiji laid stress on economic activities in education. Self- efficiency was 

the acid test of success of his educational system. He was therefore in favour 

of introducing crafts as a source of income and as a means of vocational 

training. 

Gandhiji aimed at education as an agency of character development. Spiritual 

development was an important aim of his education. Self-realization was the 

main objective of Gandhian education. Gandhi viewed well of the state as a 

means of well- being of individuals. He wanted that every school should be a 

community centre where all facilities are to be made available for 

development of the society as well as of all individuals. 



Content and Methods of His Education 

Gandhiji aimed at the development of the all-round Personality of children. 

That is, he sought to develop physical,mental, social and spiritual powers of 

the child through education. He also emphasized the education of 3H's -

head, heart and hand in addition to 3R's. Thus, he insisted on the 

development of their mental, emotional and manual powers along with 

knowledge in arithmetic, writing and reading. 

The contents of Gandhian education were as follows: 

() A craft suiting to the local needs and conditions, (ii) Mother tongue, (ii) 

Arithmetic, (iv) Social studies, (v) General Science, (vi) Art work, (vii) 

Music, (vii) Domestic Science for Girls in place of General Science. All 

subjectswere taught through a basic craft. Mother tongue occupied and 

important place as a subject of study and as the medium of instruction. 

Gandhiji's method of teaching had some peculiar features. He did not like the 

traditional passive and verbal methods of teaching. He introduced craft as the 

centre of teaching-learning process and laid stress on close relation between 

the teacher and the taught. The methods of teaching were mostly activity 

centred and dynamic in nature. Mahatma Gandhi took craft as a means of 

production and as a source of recreation as well as character-building. He 

emphasized the principles of cooperative activity, planning, accuracy, 

initiative and individual responsibility in learning. 

Gandhiji's Craft-centred education has a great similarity with the modern 

concept of work experience of Socially Useful Productive Work (SUPW). 

Universalization of elementary education and development of all-round 

personality of the child were the main objectives of the Gandhian Education. 



Gandhiji was dreaming to set up Ramarajya a nonviolent and democratic 

social according to his own values and vision of life. Gandhiji's land of 

dreams was a Sarvodaya Samaj based on social justice, peace and 

nonviolence. Gandhi believed in the essential nature of goodness in man and 

learning by doing. He hoped that through his desired education the 

Ramarajya, the land of his dream can be established not only in this country, 

but also in the whole world. 



Objective type Quiz on Life and Philosophy of 

Mahatma Gandhi 

Vame of Student- Amait 
lass 

1. When was the Gandhi - Irwin Pact signed? 
a) March 1, 1932 
(b) March 5, 1931-
(C) March 10, 1935 
(d) March 7, 1937 

2. Subhash Chandra Bose was elected President of the Congress in 1938 with Gandhijis goodwill. 
He wanted a second term, but Gandhiji did not approve of it. Despite the disapproval, Bose fought 
the election and won it, defeating the official candidate by over 200 votes. Gandhiji took it as a 

personal defeat. Identify the candidate. 
(a) Lala Lajpatrai 
(6) Jawaharlal Nehru 
(C) Pattabhi Sitaramayya 
(d) Sarojini Naidu 

3. On being arrested for his "Quit India" programme, where was Gandhiji detained? 

(a) Yeravda Jail 
(b) Byculla Prison 
(C) Aga Khan Palace Jail 
(d) Ahmedabad Prison 

. Lord Mountbatten arrived in India on 22nd March 1947 as the new Viceroy in the place of Lord 
Wavell to finalise the process of the transfer of power. His first act was to invite Gandhiji to meet 
him in that connection. When did Gandhiji meet him for the first time? 

(e) March 29, 1947 
(b) March 30, 1947 
) March 31, 1947 

(d) March 23, 1947 



The book "Unto This Last" greatly captivated and transformed Gandhiji. So much so that he 
nslated it into Gujarati. Who was its author? 

Ruskin Bond 
John Ruskin 
Leo Tolstoy 

) Louis Fischer 

Which of the following, according to Gandhiji, is an essential principle of satyagraha? 
) Infinite capacity for suffering 
) Non-violence 
) Truth 
d) All the three 

.Gandhij's "The Story of My Experiments with Truth was originally written in Gujarati. 
a) Maganlal Gandhi 

b) Mahadev Desai 

c) Pyarelalji 
d) Sushila Nayyar 

3. Which one of the following books is the work of Gandhiji? 

(a) Light of India 
(b) Hind Swaraju 
() My Experiments with Truth 
(d) Both (b) & (c) 

9. Identify the year in which Birla House, New Delhi, where Gandhiji very often used to stay and 
where he was shot dead, was turned into a government-run Gandhi museum. 

(a) 1960 

(b) 1965 

(c) 1971 
(d) 1976 

10. Identify the leader who las met Gandhiji for about an hour and left him just few minutes before 
he was shot dead on January 30, 1948 while on his way to the prayer meeting. 

(a) Vallabhbhai Patel 
(b) Sarojini Naidu 

(C) Jawaharlal Nehru 

(d) Vinoba Bhave 
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13 Sharti Dewangan 
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20 DIVYA SAHU 

21 DOMESHWARI 
22 Dron Kumar Mandle 
23 DURCA 

GAJENDRA KUMAR 
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26 GORE LAL CHANDRAVANSHI 
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27 HEMLAL MANDAVI 

28 HEMLATA JOSHI 
29 JITENDRA 
30 K PINKY 

31 KAJAL CHOUBEY 
32 KALPANA SAHU 

33 KANAKLATA RAJWADE 
34 KIRAN SAHU 

35 KIRAN SAHU 
36 KRISHNA SINGH 

37 KSHAMA BHUARYA 
38 LEENA BAGHEL 
39 LOKESH KUMAR 
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41 LUPENDRA KUMAR VERMA 
42 MADHURI MAHESHWARI 

43 Mandeep das 
44 MILI BHOI 

45 MINALI SAHUJ 
46 Mithalesh kumar Sonboir 
47 Mithlesh 

48 NANDA 
49 Nandani Dewangan 

50 Neelmani Chhedaiya 
51 Neesha Nayak 

52 NISHANT KUMAR VERMA 
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53 Nishant Yadav 
54 PIYUSHMA MITRA 

55 POOJA 
56 Pooja rathore 
57 POOJA SAHU 
58 PRATIMA PATEL 
59 Preeti shah 
60 PREETI SHUKLA 

61 priya giri 
62 PRIYANKA 

63 PRIYANKA RANI KOUSHIK 
64 PRIYANKA THAKUR 
65 PUNAM BECK 
66 RAJENDRA 
|67 Rajim Dewangan 
68 RAMCHANDRA BHARGAV 
69 RASHMI SAHU 
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79 SHIVRANI CHANDRAVANSHI 

80 SHRISHTI VERMA 
81 SNEHA CHOURASIYA 
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84 SUMAN SAHU 
85 Sweta rai 

86 TEJESH SONTAPAR 
87 Tukeshwari 
88 VANDANA BORJHA 
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89 
90 VEERASHREE GAYAKWAD 
91 VIKAS KUMAR 

92 VISHAKHA BAYA 

93 YOGESH KUMAR 

94 YUGESHWARI 
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